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be called the duty of all English Governments at me.
all times. But it appeared from the rest of his iSwaeirs
speech that when Mr. Disraeli said the Empire ofiScyeof
England, he meant the Empire of Turkey, which,
*iot from " blind superstition," nor from " a want
of sympathy with the highest aspirations of
humanity/' but for some mysterious reason undis-
closed, it was the function of England to uphold.
It thus appeared that in the judgment of Her
Majesty's chief, or rather sole, adviser the twenty
years which had elapsed since the Treaty of
Paris were to go for nothing, and that though
Lord Palmerston's prophecies of Turkish re-
generation had all been falsified, Turkey was to be
defended by this country as if they had all been
fulfilled.

This was Mr. Disraeli's last speech in the House The Eari of
of Commons, where he had sat, with ever-growing fieULons~
fame and distinction, for thirty-nine eventful years.
The newspapers for the 12th of August announced
that Benjamin Disraeli had been created Earl of
Beaconsfield,1 in the county of Buckingham, which
he had represented in Parliament since 1847. At
the age of seventy-three Mr. Disraeli, whose health
had never been robust, felt himself entitled to
repose, and tendered his resignation to the Queen.
Her Majesty, who would rather have parted with
her body-servant, made the obvious suggestion of
a peerage^ which, in the case of a Prime Minister,
is bjT'precedent an Earldom. Mr. Disraeli was
for becoming an Earl and resigning too, but the
Queen pleaded the disturbed condition of Europe,
which was certainly not such as to justify any
public man competent to serve the public in
relinquishing Ms post, Men are often deceived
about themselves, and some men's doctors deceive

1 Mr. Disraeli's title was tlie subject of some criticism as that which
Edmund Burke would have taken if the death of his son had not led